
To: Members of the Ithaca Common Council 
From Walter Hang 
Re: An Ordinance To Amend The City of Ithaca Municipal Code, Chapter 325, Entitled “Zoning” In Order To 
Amend The Required Rear Yard Setback In The  MH-1 Zoning District  
 
Greetings: 
 
My name is Walter Hang.  I live at 218 Wait Avenue in Ithaca, NY. 
 
I write today to request that the above-referenced proposed City of Ithaca ordinance not be approved due 
to erroneous information used to prepare the Short Environmental Assessment Form (SEAF), dated April 
22, 2015.   
 
I also request that the proposed ordinance be rejected because it would inappropriately permit residential 
housing on an abandoned municipal landfill with documented toxic contamination hazards that have neither 
been investigated nor remediated in compliance with all applicable clean up requirements.   
 
I trust that you will find my comments below self-explanatory, but please do not hesitate to contact me if I 
can answer any questions that you might have about this matter. 
 
Former City of Ithaca Landfill Has Extensive Contamination Hazards  
 
I believe the abandoned City of Ithaca landfill is the only former garbage dump in New York State with 
residents living directly on top of the contaminated site.  I brought the site's extensive problems to light 
nearly 15 years ago, but the site's hazards were never resolved.   
 
The landfill should have been investigated on a comprehensive basis, properly "capped" with an 
impermeable layer, remediated, equipped with drainage and soil gas vapor control systems and otherwise 
brought into full compliance with all applicable toxic clean up requirements and local plumbing codes.  That 
work has yet to be undertaken. 
 
If you visit the Lowes site, you will notice that light poles are equipped with a gas vent.  Obviously, the 
problems at the former landfill persist to this very day. 
 
New Housing Safeguards Must be Adopted by the City of Ithaca to Protect Public Health 
 
With all respect, it would be irresponsible to allow more residents to live on this toxic-contaminated site.  I 
request that Ithaca Common Council members work with Mayor Myrick to make sure that the former landfill 
is fully investigated and remediated without further delay.   
 
Until that is achieved, I request that no additional residential housing be permitted at that site. 
 
In addition, I also request that the City of Ithaca adopt a strict policy of prohibiting new housing projects 
from being permitted involving land that fails to meet all applicable soil and groundwater remediation 
requirements pursuant to state and federal laws. 
 
 



Inaccurate SEAF Warrants Revision 
 
In the SEAF, two key questions were answered "No." 
 
13. Will the project have any impact on public health or safety? 
 
15. Is there public controversy concerning the project? 
 
I believe these two responses are demonstratively wrong. 
 
As you can see from the photos I am providing for your review, the area immediately south of the existing 
manufactured home park was strewn with crushed 55-gallon drums that clearly leaked their contents onto 
the former landfill site.   
 
I also photographed 55-gallon drums and various industrial components disposed of over large areas of the 
dump site, including within the existing manufactured home park. 
 
While these surficial waste artifacts were gathered up and removed from the landfill, the site was never 
investigated or remediated on a comprehensive basis,  
 
As you will see from the various documents I provided, limited testing clearly documented a wide variety of 
toxic chemicals exceeding applicable clean up requirements.  Some of these contaminants are potentially 
acutely toxic, chronically toxic and cancer-causing.  Exposure to these compounds, even at relatively low-
levels, could cause serious public health harm. 
 
As you can also tell from the press coverage that I provide for your review, the contamination problems at 
the dump and the City's failure to investigated or remediate the hazards were the subject of an extreme 
public controversy that is on-going to this very day. 
 
Conclusion 
 
With all respect, it is simply inexplicable why the City of Ithaca repeatedly fails to investigate and remediate 
known toxic sites in its zeal to build big box retail stores, mixed-use facilities and residential housing units.  I 
believe that any proposed development project must first meet the simple requirement that the site meets 
all applicable toxic clean up requirements.  Until that sensible requirement is fulfilled, the proposed project 
must not receive City approval.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 








































